WORMINGHALL PARISH COUNCIL

1 Pottery Close, Fairford Leys, Aylesbury, HP19 7FY

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting Held on Thursday 9th May 2019 at Worminghall Village Hall
Present
Cllr Skates (Chair), 
Cllr Backhouse  
Cllr Bramley
Cllr Showell 
3 members of the public.

	Item
	 
	 

	1
	Apologies
	   Dist Cllr Rand

   Cllr Hopcroft

	2
	Minutes
	Minutes from the meeting held 10th May 2018 were accepted as a true and accurate record and subsequently signed and by the Chairwoman.

	3
	Parish Council Chairman’s Report
	Cllr Skates gave the Chairman’s report on the years activities of the Parish Council; a copy is attached at annex A.

	4
	   Parochial Church                                      Committee (PCC)
	The report from the PCC was read and a copy is attached at annex B.

	5
	  Alms House Report
	The report from the Almshouse Trust was read and a copy is attached at annex C.

	6
	Village Hall
	The report from the Village Hall Committee was read and c copy of the report is at annex D. 

	7
	Open forum
	Questions concerning the proposed route of the Expressway were taken and answered by councillors. 
The possibility of fitting WIFI to the Village Hall was discussed and the clerk was tasked to enquire if installation would be allowed.

	8
	Meeting Closed
	The meeting was closed at 7.52pm.



Annex A to 2019 Annual Parish Meeting Minutes

Chair’s Report for Annual Meeting – Worminghall Parish Council
Welcome everyone.

As in previous years, I am breaking my report out into sections: 

Parish Council Members

During this year we have had no changes to the members of the Parish Council. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all members of the Council, for their time and efforts on the Parish’s behalf.

Finances

We took the decision to increase the precept for this financial year.   This increase will give us the opportunity to make continued investment in the village, now that the street lighting has been upgraded.   One of the issues that is consistently raised is the traffic that comes through the village.   For traffic calming to be considered, a survey will be required, and this comes at a cost.  Additionally, we will have the ability to invest in the village community.    The increase was 53p per week per band D property and brings us in line with our neighbouring villages.   

We thank Don Potter who is currently auditing our accounts for the past financial year. This will ensure that we are compliant with the Financial Regulations and current guidelines.

Around the village

We are continuing to convert all the streetlights to LED which will further reduce the costs of lighting in the village

The grass continues to be mown by Green and Growing following the devolution of this service from Buckinghamshire County Council.  

WPC made two donations totalling £500 to the PCC to help with the upkeep of the Churchyard and a donation to Oxfordshire South and Vale Citizen’s Advice Bureau for £200.   This valued service has been used by our parishioners during the year.

Several planning applications have been submitted during the year which has led to some lively debate 

Neighbourhood Plan

After two years work, the Worminghall Neighbourhood Plan went to referendum on July 5th 2018.   Two hundred votes were cast, 175 of which agreed with the plan.

The entire process was funded by grants received from Groundwork UK.   I would like to thank my fellow committee members for all of their time and effort spent on this plan.  

Oxford to Cambridge Expressway

There are two corridors being considered (B1 & B3) and Worminghall falls within corridor B3.

Currently, it is expected that there will be a public consultation by Highways England in the Autumn.   However, we are keen to raise awareness of this scheme and there are now signs placed around the village.   We welcome any feedback about these proposals.
Village Hall

I also extend my thanks to the Village Hall Committee for continuing to allow us the use of the Hall.

Finally, I would like to thank those in the village who take the time to attend and participate in the PC meetings.  It does make a difference.

Thank you.

Tracey Skates
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Report from the Parochial Church Council
Sadly our churchwarden, Stuart Bone, has had to stand down for health reason so the post is empty. He has struggled with his cancer treatment and now feels he can carry on no longer. As my infirmities make it impossible to carry out those duties there are vacancies for 2 church wardens, Grace Balckwell is still secretary in spite of moving to Waterperry and Julia Welbourne is our Treasurer.
The response to Stuarts and Julia’s letter last year with regard to the finances of the church was wonderful and we are very grateful to those parishioners who were able to respond. We now have our head above water and hope to be able to pay our full Parish Share this year.
The automatic locking system and the vestry door were vandalised last year necessitating repairs to even get into the church. We now have a further set of locks so that well not be caught out again.

For lack of support for the only Evensong service in the Benefice this service will probably finish altogether in the autumn. It involves David Wright coming out from Oxford to take the service he loves to hold, and which he has taken for at least the last 20 years for no payment! It is very sad to see the church going down.

The churchyard has been maintained and our thanks go to the Parish Council for their generous support. Our next architects report is three years away and as far as we are aware the building is sound and open in daylight hours for anyone to go in. The accounts are on the noticeboard in the porch.

TIME OUT coffee morning thrives and brings in several outsiders who see the sign at the top of the Avenue. We have donated £250 to the village Hall and church. We have also paid for the repair of the organ and bought 6 comfortable chairs for the Hall and are making more hygienic additions to the toilets. Our thanks must go the Penny Rowe and the team for the commitment this entails week after week.
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Worminghall Village Hall Committee

Charity No. 1135775

Report for Parish Council 2019
Projects undertaken over the year April 2018 – Aril 2019
The new tarmac pathway has been completed around the edge of the carparking area to provide ease of access for wheelchairs, pushchairs and the elderly at a cost of £3354. A grant of £900 was received from Aylesbury Vale District Council’s New Homes Bonus Micro Grant Scheme.
At the request of TIME OUT, six new chairs with arms for use by elderly members of the village have been purchased. Three by TIME OUT and three by anonymous donors.

There are now only two permanent bookings for the hall during the year – the Art Group and the Bowls Club. The Toddler Group has been disbanded.

There are no projects to be undertaken in the coming year. However, projects identified for the future should money become available, are the replacement of the ceiling and lighting in the main hall and the provision of a disable toilet, but that would probably mean major building sworks.
Charmian Dunford

Secretary
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Almshouses
To: Parish Council Meeting






Date: 4th May 2019
Report of activities for 2018-19 
In response to the growing pressure from the Charities Association for all Almshouses to review their ‘code of governance’ the Trustees have produced a “Trustee’s Manual of Responsibilities, Policies & Procedures” which covers Trustee selection and behaviour, model forms, policies such as for complaints, safeguarding,  data protection etc as well as for property maintenance and safety, and financial controls. A separate “Almshouse Resident’s Handbook of Regulations & Procedures” has also been issued to each Resident and this reminds all residents of the day-to-day rules and expectations of behaviour towards each other, including sharing of the attractive garden area allocated to each Resident to look after in the way they want to.

The past two years has seen an exceptional number of changes of Residency in four of the six Almshouses with one Resident requesting to change house. On all occasions applications for the vacant Almshouse has been high and the Trustees have been able to offer residency to applicants with life-time attachments to Worminghall. 

 Before the new residents moved in all four Almshouses underwent extensive redecoration and renovation of wall and woodwork dampness – the work has been undertaken painstakingly by local Worminghall contractor A. Taplin & Sons, and paid for out of our Almshouse investment fund. The annual Inspection Survey & Report of the assets of the property (both external and internal) was successfully carried out last month and the 3 year Maintenance Plan has been duly prepared for approval by the Trustees.  

Following the resignation of Trustee, Mr T Drummond, the vacancy was advertised and the appointment of his replacement by another Worminghall resident is expected next month.  

David McBain 

Clerk to the Almshouse Trustees

Worminghall
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